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 WHEREAS, the Board of Police Commissioners of Kansas City, Missouri (Board) 
does from time-to-time hear disciplinary matters brought before it pursuant to the 
provisions of Sections 84.600 and 84.610 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Board believes that any officer or employee of the Police 
Department (“member”) facing discipline who is entitled to a public hearing under the law 
should receive a hearing as expeditiously as possible, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has the authority to assign a disciplinary matter to a hearing 
officer when a member requesting review before the Board or being processed for review 
before Board under either of the two statutes referred to above waives his or her right to a 
hearing before the Board and requests a hearing before a hearing officer, as established in 
the case of Coffer v. Wasson-Hunt, 281 S.W.3d 308 (Mo. 2009).   
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Board establishes the following procedures. 

 1. In any hearing before the Board under the provisions of Sections 84.600  
or 84.610 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, the affected member may sign a waiver of 
rights and request a hearing before a designated hearing officer.  A copy of the waiver to 
be signed is attached hereto as Exhibit “A.” 
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 2.      The Board will establish a panel of authorized hearing officers, which the 
Board may amend from time to time.  A copy of the panel of authorized hearing officers is 
attached hereto as Exhibit “B.” 
 
 3. From this list of authorized hearing officers, the member and the Chief of 
Police shall select a hearing officer to preside over the hearing.  If the parties cannot agree 
on a hearing officer, they shall alternately and independently strike names from the list, and 
the last remaining name will be designated the hearing officer.  The parties shall toss a coin 
to determine whether the member or the Chief shall strike the first name on the list of 
hearing officers.  
 

   4. The hearing officer shall be responsible for taking testimony and receiving 
other evidence at a hearing that shall be conducted in the Board’s boardroom located on 
the Sixth Floor of Police Headquarters, 1125 Locust, Kansas City, Missouri at a time to be 
agreed upon by the parties.  If the boardroom is unavailable, the hearing shall occur in an 
appropriate meeting room located on Police Department property.  At the conclusion of the 
hearing, the hearing officer will prepare and submit to the Board proposed findings of fact 
and conclusions of law.  
 
 5. A transcript of all testimony, copies of all exhibits and the proposed findings 
of fact and conclusions of law prepared by the hearing officer will be submitted to the Board 
for review.  The review by the Board will be de novo.  The decision of the Board will set 
forth its findings of fact and conclusions of law, and, where appropriate, any punishment to 
be imposed upon the member.   
 
 6. The Board may make its determination without taking further evidence or 
conducting a hearing, however, it may request additional testimony or evidence.  The 
Board may also request oral argument by counsel before issuing its decision. 
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 7. This hearing officer process will only be implemented if the affected member 
signs the attached waiver agreeing to this procedure.  Otherwise, any member entitled to a 
public hearing under the law who requests such a hearing will be afforded a formal hearing 
before the Board as provided by statute. 
 
  
 RESOLVED this ______day of _____, 2009. 
 
 
 Board of Police Commissioners of Kansas City, Missouri 
 
 
 
_________________________   _____________________________ 
Mark C. Thompson     James B. Wilson 
President      Treasurer 
 
 
_________________________   _________________________    
Karl Zobrist      Patrick A. McInerney 
Vice President     Member 
 
   
 








